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1
FLUID CONTROL SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Stage of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/JP2011/061646filed May 20, 2011, the con-
tents of all of which are incorporated herein by reference in
their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a fluid control system.

BACKGROUND ART

Patent Document 1 discloses technology considered to be
relevant to the present invention as technology to control a
fluid such as a coolant of the engine. Patent Document 1
discloses a cooling system of an internal-combustion engine
that sets a high water temperature or a low water temperature
by using a high-temperature thermo-valve and a low-tem-
perature thermo-valve.

In addition, Patent Documents 2 through 4 disclose tech-
nology related to a failure of a thermostat as technology
considered to be relevant to the present invention. Patent
Document 2 discloses an engine cooling system failure
detecting device that detects a failure of a thermostat. Patent
Document 3 discloses a cooling control system of an internal-
combustion engine that circulates a cooling medium through
a cyclic path having a heat exchanger that releases heat when
a failure occurs in a thermostat valve. Patent Document 4
discloses a cooling system of an engine that includes an
electric thermostat that opens and closes in accordance with
higher temperature between temperature of cooling water and
temperature of an electric heater to open and close in accor-
dance with the temperature of cooling water even when a
failure occurs in the electric heater.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document

[Patent Document 1] Japanese Patent Application Publication
No. 7-91251

[Patent Document 2] Japanese Patent Application Publication
No. 11-117799

[Patent Document 3] Japanese Patent Application Publication
No. 2003-506616

[Patent Document 4] Japanese Patent Application Publication
No. 2009-97351

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

A thermostat may be provided to properly cool a cooling
object. The cooling object may be cooled by using the ther-
mostat as follows, for example. That is to say, first and second
divergent pathways that diverge and then converge are located
in a fluid supply pathway that supplies a fluid to the cooling
object, and a thermostat is located in at least one of the
divergent pathways. In this case, the provision of a valve
mechanism downstream of one of the thermostats enables to
activate and deactivate the fluid distribution control by the
corresponding thermostat. This enables to arbitrarily control
the distribution of the fluid by the thermostat.
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In this case, however, when a close failure that causes the
corresponding thermostat to be kept closed occurs in the
corresponding thermostat while the fluid distribution control
by the thermostat is activated, for example, the supply of the
fluid through the corresponding thermostat becomes impos-
sible. This may result in deterioration of the state of the
cooling object due to lack of cooling. In addition, when an
open failure that causes the corresponding thermostat to be
kept open occurs while the fluid distribution control by the
thermostat is activated, it becomes impossible to properly
stop supplying the fluid through the corresponding thermo-
stat. This may result in deterioration of the state of the cooling
object due to supercooling.

It may be considered to implement measures based on
failed state in order to take measures against the failure of the
thermostat. More specifically, the following measures may be
taken for example when the cooling object is an engine
installed in a vehicle.

That is to say, when the close failure occurs in the thermo-
stat, the output of the engine is restrained to avoid overheat. In
this case, however, kinematic performance of the vehicle
decreases. In addition, the failure may remain unfixed till the
repair is finished when the open failure occurs in the thermo-
stat. In this case, however, the internal friction of the engine
increases, and thus fuel economy decreases. Atthe sametime,
the heater performance decreases when the vehicle have a
heater that generates heat by using heat received from the
coolant of the engine. Therefore, various inconveniences may
occur in this case while it can be said that the failure occurs in
the thermostat. Thus, desired is a technique that prevents the
deterioration of the cooling state of an object that is the
cooling object and to which the fluid is to be supplied even
when the failure occurs in the thermostat.

The present invention has been made in view of above
problems, and aims to provide a fluid control system that
enables to perform fluid distribution control by thermostats
by activating or deactivating the fluid distribution control by
at least one of the thermostats located in divergent pathways
that diverge and then converge and can prevent the deteriora-
tion of the cooling state of a supplying object even when the
open failure or the close failure occurs in one of the thermo-
stats.

Means for Solving the Problems

The present invention is a fluid control system including: a
thermostat portion that includes a first thermostat in a first
divergent pathway and a second thermostat of which an open
valve temperature is set to be less than that of the first ther-
mostat in a second divergent pathway, the first and second
divergent pathways diverging and then converging; a valve
portion that includes a valve mechanism in at least a second
portion out of a first portion that is a portion located more
downstream than the first thermostat in the first divergent
pathway, the second portion that is a portion located more
downstream than the second thermostat in the second diver-
gent pathway, and a third portion that is a portion lying
posterior to a point at which the first and second divergent
pathways converge in a fluid supply pathway that includes the
first and second divergent pathways and supplies a fluid to a
supplying object; and a control unit that controls the valve
portion to switch a distribution control state of at least one
valve mechanism of the valve mechanism of the valve portion
when one of an open failure that causes a thermostat to be kept
open and a close failure that causes a thermostat to be kept
closed occurs in one of the first and second thermostats.
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The present invention may have a configuration in that the
control unit controls, when the close failure occurs in one
thermostat of the first and second thermostats, the valve por-
tion to increase a flow volume of the fluid distributed through
another thermostat by switching the distribution control state
ofatleast one valve mechanism of the valve mechanism of the
valve portion.

The present invention may have a configuration in that the
control unit increases a flow volume of the fluid distributed
through the second thermostat by controlling the valve por-
tion to lift at least a restriction on distribution of the fluid
through the second divergent pathway when the close failure
occurs in the first thermostat while the valve portion restricts
at least the distribution of the fluid through the second diver-
gent pathway and does not restrict distribution of the fluid
through a high-temperature side supply pathway that is
capable of supplying the fluid to the supplying object through
the first divergent pathway in the fluid supply pathway, and
restricts the distribution of the fluid through the second diver-
gent pathway.

The present invention may have a configuration in that a
cooler that cools the fluid flowing at upstream sides of the first
and second divergent pathways; a bypass pathway that dis-
tributes the fluid around the cooler to a portion located more
downstream than the second thermostat in the second diver-
gent pathway; and a bypass valve that operates in conjunction
mechanically with the second thermostat, and opens the
bypass pathway when the second thermostat is closed and
blocks the bypass pathway when the second thermostat is
open, wherein the valve portion includes a valve mechanism
in at least the second portion, the valve mechanism being
located more downstream than the bypass valve in the second
portion, and the control unit increases a flow volume of the
fluid distributed through the first thermostat by controlling
the valve portion to restrict at least the distribution of the fluid
through the second divergent pathway when the close failure
occurs in the second thermostat while the valve portion lifts a
restriction on distribution of the fluid through a low-tempera-
ture side supply path that is capable of supplying the fluid to
the supplying object through the second divergent pathway in
the fluid supply pathway by lifting at least a restriction on the
distribution of the fluid through the second divergent path-
way.

The present invention may have a configuration in that the
valve portion includes valve mechanisms in two portions,
including the second portion, out of the first, second, and third
portions.

The present invention may have a configuration in that the
control unit controls the valve portion to decrease a flow
volume of the fluid distributed through the third portion by
controlling the valve portion to switch the distribution control
state of at least one valve mechanism of the valve mechanism
of'the valve portion when the open failure occurs in one of the
first and second thermostats.

The present invention may have a configuration in that the
valve portion includes valve mechanisms in two or more
portions, including the second portion, out of the first, second,
and third portions, and the control unit decreases a flow vol-
ume of the fluid distributed through the third portion by
controlling the valve portion to restrict at least distribution of
the fluid through a high-temperature side supply pathway
when the open failure occurs in the first thermostat while the
valve portion lifts a restriction on the distribution of the fluid
through the high-temperature side supply pathway that is
capable of supplying the fluid to the supplying object through
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4

the first divergent pathway in the fluid supply pathway and
restricts distribution of the fluid through the second divergent
pathway.

The present invention may have a configuration in that the
control unit decreases a flow volume of the fluid distributed
through the third portion by controlling the valve portion to
restrict distribution of the fluid through the second divergent
pathway when the open failure occurs in the second thermo-
stat while the valve portion lifts a restriction on distribution of
the fluid through a low-temperature side supply path that is
capable of supplying the fluid to the supplying object through
the second divergent pathway in the fluid supply pathway by
lifting at least the restriction on the distribution of the fluid
through the second divergent pathway.

The present invention may have a configuration in that the
valve portion includes a single-axis rotary valve body located
in two portions, including the second portion, of the first,
second, and third portions to include respective valve mecha-
nisms in the two portions, including the second portions, of
the first, second, and third portions.

Effects of the Invention

The present invention enables to perform fluid distribution
control by thermostats by activating or deactivating the fluid
distribution control by at least one of the thermostats located
in divergent pathways that diverge and then converge and can
prevent the deterioration of the cooling state of a supplying
object even when an open failure or a close failure occurs in
one of the thermostats.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram of a cooling
circuit of an engine;

FIG. 2 is a schematic configuration diagram of a rotary
valve;

FIG. 3A is a diagram illustrating a rotary valve body as
viewed from a side, and FIG. 3B is a diagram illustrating the
rotary valve body as viewed from a direction indicated by an
arrow A in FIG. 3A;

FIG. 4A is a cross-sectional view of the rotary valve body
taken along line A-A in FIG. 3A, FIG. 4B is a cross-sectional
view of the rotary valve body taken along line B-B in FIG. 3A,
and FIG. 4C is a cross-sectional view of the rotary valve body
taken along line C-C in FIG. 3A;

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a fluid supply pathway;

FIG. 6 is a schematic configuration diagram of an ECU;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a first control operation;

FIG. 8A is a diagram illustrating a change of temperature
based on the first control operation when a close failure
occurs in a first thermostat, and FIG. 8B is a diagram illus-
trating change of temperature based on the first control opera-
tion when first and second thermostats are normal;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a second control opera-
tion;

FIG. 10A is a diagram illustrating a change of temperature
based on the second control operation when the close failure
occurs in the second thermostat, and FIG. 10B is a diagram
illustrating a change of temperature based on the second
control operation when the first and second thermostats are
normal,

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a third control operation;

FIG. 12A is a diagram illustrating a change of temperature
based on the third control operation when an open failure
occurs in the first thermostat and illustrating a case in which
a valve portion is controlled when the temperature exceeds a
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predetermined value, and FIG. 12B is a diagram illustrating a
change of temperature based on the third control operation
when the open failure occurs in the first thermostat and illus-
trating a case in which the valve portion is controlled when a
predetermined time has passed;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating a fourth control opera-
tion; and

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating a change of temperature
based on the fourth control operation when the open failure
occurs in the second thermostat.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

A description will be given of embodiments of the present
invention with reference to the drawings.
First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram of a cooing
circuit 100 of an engine (hereinafter, referred to as a cooing
circuit). The cooing circuit 100 includes a water pump (here-
inafter, described as a W/P) 1, an engine 2, an oil cooler 3, a
heater 4, an ATF (Automatic Transmission Fluid) warmer 5, a
radiator 6, an electronic control throttle 7, and a rotary valve
10. The cooing circuit 100 is installed in a vehicle that is not
illustrated.

The W/P 1 circulates coolant, which is a fluid, of the engine
2. The W/P 1 is a mechanical pump driven by output of the
engine 2. The W/P 1 may be an electric driven pump. The
coolant discharged from the W/P 1 flows in the engine 2 and
the electronic control throttle 7 through the rotary valve 10.
When flowing in the engine 2, the coolant flows out from the
rotary valve 10 through outlet portions Outl, Out2. In addi-
tion, when flowing in the electronic control throttle 7, the
coolant flows out from the rotary valve 10 through an outlet
portion OutA.

The engine 2 includes a cylinder block 2a and a cylinder
head 2b. The engine 2 has a cooling passage described below.
That is to say, provided is the cooling passage that causes the
coolant flowing in from the outlet portion Outl to flow
through the cylinder block 2a and the cylinder head 26 in this
order, causes the coolant flowing in from the outlet portion
Out2 to flow through the cylinder head 25, merges them at the
cylinder head 25, and causes the merged coolant to flow out
from the cylinder head 264.

A part of the coolant that has flowed through the engine 2
flows through the oil cooler 3, the heater 4, and the ATF
warmer 5 while the remaining coolant flows through the
radiator 6. The oil cooler 3 exchanges heat between the lubri-
cating oil of the engine 2 and the coolant to cool the lubricat-
ing oil. The heater 4 exchanges heat between air and the
coolant to heat the air. The heated air is used to heat the
vehicle interior. The ATF warmer 5 exchanges heat between
the ATF and the coolant to heat the ATF. The radiator 6 is a
cooler, and exchanges heat between air and the coolant to cool
the coolant.

The coolant that has flowed through the oil cooler 3, the
heater 4, and the ATF warmer 5 returns to the W/P 1 through
the rotary valve 10. At this time, the coolant flows in the rotary
valve 10 through an inlet portion Inl. In addition, the coolant
that has flowed through the radiator 6 flows in the rotary valve
10 through an inlet portion In2. A distribution pathway pass-
ing through the oil cooler 3, the heater 4, and the ATF warmer
is a first radiator bypass pathway P11 that bypasses the radia-
tor 6.

The coolant flowing in the electronic control throttle 7
flows through the electronic control throttle 7 and then joins
the first radiator bypass pathway P11. The coolant can be
flowed through the electronic control throttle 7 to prevent the
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malfunction due to freezing. A distribution pathway passing
through the electronic control throttle 7 is an engine bypass
pathway P2 that bypasses the engine 2.

In the cooing circuit 100, a part of the coolant that has
flowed through the engine 2 further flows in the rotary valve
10 through an inlet portion In3. The distribution pathway is a
second radiator bypass pathway P12 that bypasses the radia-
tor 6. Thus, the coolant distributed through the first radiator
bypass pathway P11 flows in the rotary valve 10 through the
inlet portion Inl. In addition, the coolant distributed through
the second radiator bypass pathway P12 flows in it through
the inlet portion In3.

FIG. 2 is a schematic configuration diagram of the rotary
valve 10. FIG. 2 also illustrates the W/P 1 together with the
rotary valve 10. As illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the rotary
valve 10 includes a first passage portion 11, a second passage
portion 12, a rotary valve body 13, a drive unit 14, a valve
body bypass passage portion 15, a first bypass valve 16, a
detecting unit 17, a first thermostat 18, a second thermostat
19, a second bypass valve 20, and a check valve 21. In addi-
tion, it includes the inlet portions Inl, In2, In3 and the outlet
portion Outl, Out2. FIG. 2 omits the illustration of the check
valve 21 for convenience sake.

The first passage portion 11 is located between the coolant
outlet portion of the W/P 1 and the engine 2, and passes the
coolant. The second passage portion 12 is located between the
coolant inlet portion of the W/P 1 and the radiator 6, and
passes the coolant. The passage portions 11, 12 are arranged
next to each other. The passage portions 11, 12 are connected
to the W/P 1 at the ends thereof while being arranged next to
each other. The first passage portion 11 is connected to the
coolant outlet portion ofthe pump 1 while the second passage
portion 12 is connected to the coolant inlet portion of the
pump 1. The W/P 1 side corresponds to an upstream side in
the first passage portion 11 while the W/P 1 side corresponds
to a downstream side in the second passage portion 12.

The first passage portion 11 is communicated with the
outlet portions Outl, Out2 at the downstream side of the
rotary valve body 13 and communicated with the outlet por-
tion OutA at the upstream side of the rotary valve body 13.
Thus, the outlet portions Outl, Out2 discharge the coolant
from portions at the downstream side of the rotary valve body
13 in the first passage portion 11. In addition, the outlet
portion OutA discharges the coolant from a portion at the
upstream side of the rotary valve body 13 in the first passage
portion 11.

The second passage portion 12 is communicated with the
inlet portion In1 at the upstream side and the downstream side
of'the rotary valve body 13. Thus, the inlet portion In1 causes
the coolant to flow into portions located more upstream and
more downstream than the rotary valve body 13 in the second
passage portion 12. For convenience sake, FIG. 2 omits the
illustration of a state in which the inlet portion In1 is commu-
nicated with the upstream side and the downstream side of the
second passage portion 12.

The second passage portion 12 is communicated with the
inlet portion In2 at the upstream side and the downstream side
of the rotary valve body 13. Therefore, the inlet portion In2
distributes the coolant to portions located more upstream and
more downstream than the rotary valve body 13 in the second
passage portion 12. The second passage portion 12 includes a
first communicating portion B1 that communicates between
the portion located more downstream than the rotary valve
body 13 and the inlet portion In2 and a second communicat-
ing portion B2 that communicates between the portion
located more upstream than the rotary valve body 13 and the
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inlet portion In2. Further, the second passage portion 12 is
communicated with the inlet portion In3 at the upstream side
of the rotary valve body 13.

The rotary valve body 13 is located so as to lie between the
first passage portion 11 and the second passage portion 12.
The rotary valve body 13 changes the distribution of the
coolant flowing through the first passage portion 11 and the
distribution of the coolant flowing through the second pas-
sage portion 12 by rotating operation. The rotary valve body
13 can put and lift the restriction on the distribution, including
forbidding and permitting the distribution ofthe coolant flow-
ing through the first passage portion 11 and the distribution of
the coolant flowing through the second passage portion 12.
The drive unit 14 includes an actuator 14« and a gearbox unit
1454, and drives the rotary valve body 13. The actuator 14a is
an electric motor in particular.

The valve body bypass passage portion 15 communicates
between the portion located more upstream than and the
portion located more downstream than the rotary valve body
13 in the first passage portion 11. The first bypass valve 16 is
a differential pressure regulating valve, and puts and lifts the
restriction on (more specifically, forbids and permits) the
distribution of the coolant through the valve body bypass
passage portion 15 in accordance with differential pressure
between the pressure of the coolant at the portion located
more upstream than the rotary valve body 13 (upstream side
pressure) and the pressure of the coolant at the portion located
more downstream than the rotary valve body 13 (downstream
side pressure) in the first passage portion 11.

More specifically, the first bypass valve 16 forbids the
distribution of the coolant through the valve body bypass
passage portion 15 when the magnitude of the differential
pressure obtained by subtracting the downstream side pres-
sure from the upstream side pressure is equal to or less than a
predetermined magnitude, and permits the distribution of the
coolant through the valve body bypass passage portion 15
when it is greater than the predetermined magnitude. The
predetermined magnitude may be set to be greater than the
magnitude of the maximum differential pressure in a normal
state.

The first bypass valve 16 is configured to operate in con-
junction mechanically with the first thermostat 18. The first
thermostat 18 includes an operating shaft 18a that extends to
lie between the passage portions 11 and 12 to connect to the
first bypass valve 16. The operating shaft 18a drives the first
bypass valve 16, and thereby the first bypass valve 16 permits
the distribution of the coolant through the valve body bypass
passage portion 15 when the first thermostat 18 is closed and
forbids the distribution of the coolant through the valve body
bypass passage portion 15 when the first thermostat 18 is
open.

To configure the first bypass valve 16 to act as a differential
pressure regulating valve and operate in conjunction
mechanically with the first thermostat 18, the first bypass
valve 16 may have an open valve structure that opens a valve
by differential pressure and the whole of the first bypass valve
16 may be configured to operate in conjunction mechanically
with the first thermostat 18, for example.

The detecting unit 17 is provided to a driving shaft of the
actuator 14a. The detecting unit 17 detects the angle of rota-
tion of the driving shaft of the actuator 14a. This enables to
detect or estimate the phase of the rotary valve body 13. The
detecting unit 17 may be provided to the rotating shaft of the
rotary valve body 13.

The first thermostat 18 is located in the first communicat-
ing portion B1. The second thermostat 19 is located in the
second communicating portion B2. Thus, the second passage
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portion 12 is communicated with the inlet portion In2 through
the first thermostat 18 at the downstream side of the rotary
valve body 13. This makes the second passage portion 12
communicated with the radiator 6 through the first thermostat
18 at the downstream side of the rotary valve body 13. In
addition, the second passage portion 12 is communicated
with the inlet portion In2 through the second thermostat 19 at
the upstream side of the rotary valve body 13. This makes the
second passage portion 12 communicated with the radiator 6
through the second thermostat 19 at the upstream side of the
rotary valve body 13.

The open valve temperatures of the thermostats 18, 19
differ from each other. The open valve temperature of the
second thermostat 19 is set to be lower than the open valve
temperature of the first thermostat 18. The first thermostat 18
opens when the temperature of the coolant is greater than a
predetermined value A, and closes when the temperature of
the coolant is equal to or less than the predetermined value A.
The second thermostat 19 opens when the temperature of the
coolant is greater than a predetermined value B that is less
than the predetermined value A, and closes when the tem-
perature of the coolant is equal to or less than the predeter-
mined value B.

The second bypass valve 20 is located to open or block the
inlet portion In3. The second bypass valve 20 is configured to
operate in conjunction mechanically with the second thermo-
stat 19. More specifically, the second bypass valve 20 is
connected to the driving shaft of the second thermostat 19
(illustration is omitted). The second bypass valve 20 permits
the distribution of the coolant through the inlet portion In3
(i.e. the second radiator bypass pathway P12) when the sec-
ond thermostat 19 is closed, and forbids the distribution of'the
coolant through the inlet portion In3 when the second ther-
mostat 19 is open.

The check valve 21 controls the distribution of the coolant
flowing in from the inlet portion Inl. More specifically, the
check valve 21 permits the flow from the upstream side to the
downstream side and forbids the flow from the downstream
side to the upstream side when the coolant that has flowed in
from the inlet portion In1 flows in the upstream side and the
downstream side of the second passage portion 12.

FIG. 3A is a diagram illustrating the rotary valve body 13
as viewed from the side. FIG. 3B is a diagram illustrating the
rotary valve body 13 as viewed from the direction indicated
by the arrow A in FIG. 3A. FIG. 4A is a cross-sectional view
of the rotary valve body 13 taken along line A-A in FIG. 3A,
FIG. 4B is a cross-sectional view of the rotary valve body 13
taken along line B-B in FIG. 3A, and FIG. 4C is a cross-
sectional view of the rotary valve body 13 taken along line
C-CinFIG. 3A.

Therotary valve body 13 includes a first valve body portion
R1 located in the first passage portion 11 and a second valve
body portion R2 located in the second passage portion 12.
The valve body portions R1, R2 are members of which the
inside is cylindrically hollowed. The insides of the valve body
portions R1, R2 are not communicated with each other.

The first valve body portion R1 includes a first opening
portion G1, and the second valve body portion R2 includes a
second opening portion G2. The opening portions G1, G2 are
located so as to have different phases. The first opening por-
tion G1 is formed by combining two opening portions divided
by a supporting post, and the second opening portion G2 is
formed by combining three opening portions divided by the
supporting post.

The first opening portion G1 can permit the distribution of
the coolant to the engine 2 while opening to the upstream side
and the downstream side of the first passage portion 11. In



US 9,228,483 B2

9

addition, it can forbid the distribution of the coolant to the
engine 2 while opening to only one of the upstream side and
the downstream side of the first passage portion 11. The first
opening portion G1 can also adjust the flow volume of the
coolant distributed to the engine 2 in accordance with the
phase of the rotary valve body 13 while opening to the
upstream side and the downstream side of the first passage
portion 11.

The second opening portion G2 can permit the distribution
of the coolant through the second opening portion G2 while
opening to the upstream side and the downstream side of the
second passage portion 12. In addition, it can forbid the
distribution of the coolant through the second opening por-
tion G2 while opening to only one of the upstream side and
the downstream side of the second passage portion 12.

The second valve body portion R2 further includes a third
opening portion G3. The third opening portion G3 is located
at a position different from that of the second opening portion
G2 in the axis direction. The third opening portion G3 is
provided so as to open to the downstream side of the second
passage portion 12 when the second opening portion G2 is
positioned at the downstream side of the second passage
portion 12 while opening to the upstream side and the down-
stream side of the second passage portion 12. On the other
hand, it is provided so as not to open to the upstream side of
the second passage portion 12 when the second opening por-
tion G2 is positioned at the upstream side of the second
passage portion 12 while opening to the downstream side and
the upstream side of the second passage portion 12.

Thus, the third opening portion G3 can permit the distri-
bution of the coolant through the third opening portion G3
when positioned at the downstream side of the second pas-
sage portion 12. In addition, at this time, it can permit the
distribution of the coolant through the opening portions G2,
(3. On the other hand, the third opening portion G3 can
forbid the distribution of the coolant through the third open-
ing portion G3 when positioned at the upstream side of the
second passage portion 12. At this time, it can permit the
distribution of the coolant through the second opening por-
tion G2 of the opening portions G2, G3.

When the third opening portion G3 is positioned at the
upstream side of the second passage portion 12, the second
opening portion G2 can gradually increase or decrease the
flow volume of the coolant flowing from the upstream side to
the downstream side of the second passage portion 12,
between which the rotary valve body 13 lies, in accordance
with the phase of the rotary valve body 13 while opening to
the upstream side and the downstream side of the second
passage portion 12. In addition, when the third opening por-
tion G3 is positioned at the downstream side of the second
passage portion 12, the opening portions G2, G3 can gradu-
ally increase or decrease the flow volume of the coolant
flowing from the upstream side to the downstream side of the
second passage portion 12, between which the rotary valve
body 13 lies, in accordance with the phase of the rotary valve
body 13 while opening to the upstream side and the down-
stream side of the second passage portion 12.

The rotary valve body 13 configured as described above
can simultaneously control the flow of the coolant in the first
passage portion 11 and the flow of the coolant in the second
passage portion 12 by rotational movement.

More specifically, for example, the rotary valve body 13
can restrict (more specifically, forbid) the flow of the coolant
from the upstream side to the downstream side of the second
passage portion 12, between which the rotary valve body 13
lies, by the second valve body portion R2 at the same time as
lift the restriction on (more specifically, permit) the flow of
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the coolant from the upstream side to the downstream side of
the first passage portion 11, between which the rotary valve
body 13 lies, by the first valve body portion R1. In addition,
for example, it can lift the restriction on (more specifically,
permit) the flow of the coolant from the upstream side to the
downstream side of the second passage portion 12, between
which the rotary valve body 13 lies, by the second valve body
portion R2 at the same time as lift the restriction on (more
specifically, permit) the flow ofthe coolant from the upstream
side to the downstream side of the first passage portion 11,
between which the rotary valve body 13 lies, by the first valve
body portion R1.

Back to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the first passage portion 11
communicated with the outlet portion OutA at the upstream
side of the rotary valve body 13 diverges with respect to the
engine bypass pathway P2 at the upstream side of the rotary
valve body 13. Thus, when the rotary valve body 13 forbids
the distribution of the coolant to the engine 2 in the first
passage portion 11, the rotary valve 10 can distribute the
coolant to the engine bypass pathway P2.

More specifically, the first passage portion 11 can diverge
s0 as to be capable of performing the distribution control
described in the following in accordance with the phase of the
rotary valve body 13. That is to say, it can diverge so as to be
capable of forbidding the distribution of the coolant to the
cylinder block 2a and the cylinder head 24 in accordance with
the phase of the rotary valve body 13. In addition, it can
diverge so as to be capable of forbidding the distribution of
the coolant to the cylinder block 2a while permitting the
distribution of the coolant to the cylinder head 254. Further, it
can diverge so as to be capable of permitting the distribution
of'the coolant to the cylinder block 24 and the cylinder head
2b.

To diverge as described above, the first passage portion 11
can particularly diverge so as to correspond to different
phases of the rotary valve body 13. FIG. 2 illustrates the first
passage portion 11 diverging so as to correspond to the same
phase of the rotary valve body 13 for convenience sake. For
example, even when the first passage portion 11 diverges so as
to correspond to the same phase of the rotary valve body 13,
the above described distribution control can be achieved by
applying a structure same as that of the second valve body
portion R2 to the first valve body portion R1 in the rotary
valve body 13 and branching the first passage portion 11 so as
to correspond to the opening portions G2, G3. When the
coolant is supplied to the engine 2, the first passage portion 11
does not have to diverge at the downstream side of the rotary
valve body 13. In this case, the coolant can be supplied to the
cylinder block 24, for example.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a fluid supply pathway PS.
The fluid supply pathway PS is a pathway that supplies the
coolant to the object to which the coolant is to be supplied, i.e.
the engine 2 that is a cooling object, and includes divergent
pathways PB1, PB2 that diverge and then converge. The fluid
supply pathway PS is a pathway that supplies the coolant
from the radiator 6 to the engine 2. Thus, the radiator 6 cools
the flowing coolant at the upstream side of the divergent
pathways PB1, PB2. The first divergent pathway PB 1 spe-
cifically corresponds to a pathway arriving at the downstream
side of the second passage portion 12 through the first com-
municating portion B1. The second divergent pathway PB2
specifically corresponds to a pathway arriving at the down-
stream side of the second passage portion 12 through the
second communicating portion B2, the upstream side of the
second passage portion 12, and the rotary valve 10.

A thermostat portion T includes a first thermostat 18 in the
first divergent pathway PB1 and a second thermostat 19 in the
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second divergent pathway PB2. A valve portion V includes a
first valve mechanism V1 in a third portion SG3 that is a
portion lying posterior to a point at which the divergent path-
ways PB1, PB2 converge in the fluid supply pathway PS, and
a second valve mechanism V2 in a second portion SG2 that is
a portion located more downstream than the second thermo-
stat 19 in the second divergent pathway PB2. Thus, a valve
mechanism is included in at least the second portion SG2 of a
first portion SG1 that is a portion located more downstream
than the first thermostat 18 in the first divergent pathway PB
1, the second portion SG2, and the third portion SG3.

The second radiator bypass pathway P12 is located so as to
distribute the coolant to the second portion SG2 around the
radiator 6 with respect to the fluid supply pathway PS. The
valve portion V includes the second valve mechanism V2 at a
portion located more downstream than the second bypass
valve 20 in the second portion SG2. A high-temperature side
supply pathway PH is a pathway that can supply the coolant
to the engine 2 through the first divergent pathway PB1 in the
fluid supply pathway PS while a low-temperature side supply
path PL is a pathway that can supply the coolant to the engine
2 through the second divergent pathway PB2 in the fluid
supply pathway PS.

FIG. 6 is a schematic configuration diagram of an ECU
30A. The ECU 30A includes a microcomputer including a
CPU 31, a ROM 32, and a RAM 33, and input/output circuits
34, 35. These components are interconnected through a bus
36. The ECU 30A is electrically connected to the detecting
unit 17 and a sensor group 40 to detect the operating condition
of the engine 2 and the state of the vehicle through the input
circuit 34. Moreover, it is electrically connected to the actua-
tor 14a through the output circuit 35.

The sensor group 40 includes a sensor that enables the
detection of the rotation speed NE of the engine 2, a sensor
that enables the detection of the load of the engine 2, a sensor
that detects temperature thw of the coolant flowing through
the engine 2, a sensor that enables the detection of the vehicle
speed, and a sensor that detects outside air temperature of the
vehicle. The temperature thw is, for example, a temperature
of the coolant in the third portion SG3. The sensor group 40
may be indirectly connected through a control device that
controls the engine 2 for example. Or, the ECU 30A may be
a control device that controls, for example, the engine 2.

The ROM 72 stores programs in which various processes
executed by the CPU 31 are written and map data. The CPU
31 executes the process based on the programs stored in the
ROM 32 while using a temporary storage area of the RAM 33
as necessary to achieve various types of functional portions in
the ECU 30A. The ECU 30A functionally achieves the fol-
lowing control unit.

The control unit controls the valve portion V to switch the
distribution control state of at least one of the valve mecha-
nisms V1, V2 of the valve portion V when one of an open
failure, which causes a thermostat to be kept open, and a close
failure, which causes a thermostat to be kept closed, occurs in
one of the thermostats 18, 19.

More specifically, when the close failure occurs in one
thermostat of the thermostats 18, 19, the control unit controls
the valve portion V to increase the flow volume of the coolant
distributed through the other thermostat by controlling the
valve portion V to switch the distribution control state of at
least one of the valve mechanisms V1, V2 of the valve portion
V.

The control unit controls the valve portion V to lift at least
the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2 when the close failure occurs
in the first thermostat 18 while the valve portion'V restricts the
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distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2 and does not restrict the distribution of the coolant
through the high-temperature side supply pathway PH. This
increases the flow volume of the coolant distributed through
the second thermostat 19 when the close failure occurs in the
first thermostat 18. The valve portion V can control the dis-
tribution of the coolant through the high-temperature side
supply pathway PH by the first valve mechanism V1. In
addition, it can control the distribution of the coolant through
the second divergent pathway PB2 by the second valve
mechanism V2.

Specifically, the control unit controls the valve portionV to
lift the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the second divergent pathway PB2 when the close failure
occurs in the first thermostat 18 while the valve portion V
restricts the distribution of the coolant through the second
divergent pathway PB2 and lift the restriction on the distri-
bution of the coolant through the high-temperature side sup-
ply pathway PH.

This is because the first valve mechanism V1 is located in
the third portion SG3 in cooling the engine 2 by not restricting
the distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature
side supply pathway PH. When the first valve mechanism V1
is not located in the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH, for example, the valve portion V never restricts the dis-
tribution of the coolant through the high-temperature side
supply pathway PH. Thus, in this case, the state that the valve
portion V lifts the restriction on the distribution of the coolant
through the high-temperature side supply pathway PH is
never achieved.

On the other hand, when the valve portion V includes a
valve mechanism in, for example, at least one of the portions
SG1, SG3, the valve portion V needs to lift the restriction on
the distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature
side supply pathway PH in cooling the engine 2 by not
restricting the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH.

Therefore, when valve portion V includes a valve mecha-
nism in the high-temperature side supply pathway PH, the
state that the valve portion V restricts the distribution of the
coolant through the second divergent pathway PB2 and does
not restrict the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH means a state that the
valve portion V restricts the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2 and lifts the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH.

The control unit can activate the distribution control of the
coolant by the first thermostat 18 by controlling the valve
portion V to lift the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH. In addition, it can deactivate the distribution control of
the coolant by the second thermostat 19 by controlling the
valve portion V to restrict the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2. The control unit
can activate the distribution control of the coolant by the
second thermostat 19 by controlling the valve portion V to lift
the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2.

The control unit can perform high coolant-temperature
control that regulates the temperature thw relatively high by
activating the distribution control of the coolant by the first
thermostat 18 and deactivating the distribution control of the
coolant by the second thermostat 19. The high coolant-tem-
perature control can regulate the temperature thw so that
temperature thw becomes the predetermined value A (more
accurately, temperature taking into account the effects of the
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coolant distributed through the first radiator bypass pathway
P11 with respect to the predetermined value A) by opening
and closing the first thermostat 18.

The control unit can perform low coolant-temperature con-
trol that regulates the temperature thw relatively low by acti-
vating the distribution control of the coolant by the second
thermostat 19. The low coolant-temperature control can be
performed even when the distribution control of the coolant
by the first thermostat 18 is activated. This is because the first
thermostat 18 closes when the temperature thw falls below
the predetermined value A. The low coolant-temperature con-
trol can regulate the temperature thw so that the temperature
thw becomes the predetermined value B (more accurately,
temperature taking into account the effects of the coolant
distributed through the first radiator bypass pathway P11 with
respect to the predetermined value B) by opening and closing
the second thermostat 19.

The control unit controls the valve portion V as described
in the following when controlling the valve portion V to lift at
least the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the second divergent pathway PB2 when the close failure
occurs in the first thermostat 18. That is to say, when the
temperature thw exceeds a predetermined value C, the valve
portionV is controlled so as to lift at least the restriction on the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2. The predetermined value C can be set to be greater
than the predetermined value A. The predetermined value C
can be a value changing in accordance with the vehicle speed,
the outside air temperature, or the load of the engine 2.

When controlling the valve portion V to lift at least the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the sec-
ond divergent pathway PB2, the control unit specifically con-
trols the valve portion V to lift the restriction on both the
distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature side
supply pathway PH and the second divergent pathway PB2.
The reason thereof includes a fact that the first valve mecha-
nism V1 is located in the third portion SG3 in cooling the
engine 2. When the first valve mechanism V1 is not located in
the high-temperature side supply pathway PH or is located in
the first portion SG1 of the portions SG1, SG3, the valve
portion V does not have to lift the restriction on the distribu-
tion of the coolant through the high-temperature side supply
pathway PH.

The reason why the distribution of the coolant through the
high-temperature side supply pathway PH is also mentioned
is because the change of the phase of the rotary valve body 13
is necessary. When the valve portion V includes respective
stand-alone valves (e.g. solenoid valves) in the portions SG2,
SG3 of the portions SG1, SG2, SG3 as a valve mechanism,
the valve portion V can keep, before and after the control,
lifting the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the high-temperature side supply pathway PH. That is to say,
with respect to the distribution of the coolant through the
high-temperature side supply pathway PH, the valve portion
V may be not particularly controlled while the restriction on
the distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature
side supply pathway PH is kept lifted.

Therefore, depending on the arrangement and the structure
of the valve mechanism of the valve portion V (e.g. the rotary
valve body 13), controlling the valve portion V to lift at least
the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2 means controlling the valve
portion V to lift both the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH and the restriction on the distribution of the coolant
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through the second divergent pathway PB2 in increasing the
flow volume of the coolant distributed through the second
thermostat 19.

The control unit controls the valve portion V to lift the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the sec-
ond divergent pathway PB2 when the temperature thw
exceeds the predetermined value C, and controls the valve
portion V to restrict at least the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2 when the tem-
perature thw falls below a predetermined value D. More spe-
cifically, the control unit controls the valve portion V to lift the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH and restrict the distri-
bution of the coolant through the second divergent pathway
PB2. This is in consideration of the fact that the high coolant-
temperature control is being performed. The predetermined
value D may be set to a value less than the predetermined
value A. It may be set to a value greater than the predeter-
mined value B.

The present embodiment achieves the first fluid control
system that is a fluid control system including the thermostat
portion T, the valve portion V, and the ECU 30A.

A description will next be given of a first control operation
that is a control operation of the first fluid control system with
reference to a flowchart illustrated in FIG. 7. The ECU 30A
determines whether the high coolant-temperature control is
being performed (step S1). It can be determined whether the
high coolant-temperature control is being performed by
determining whether the rotary valve body 13 activates the
distribution control of the coolant by the first thermostat 18
and deactivates the distribution control of the coolant by the
second thermostat 19 based on the phase of the rotary valve
body 13.

When the determination at step S1 is No, the ECU 30A
maintains the distribution control state of the valve portion V
(step S8). When the high coolant-temperature control is not
being performed, the low coolant-temperature control may be
performed. Thus, at step S8, the distribution control state of
the valve portion V can be maintained to, for example, a state
in which the low coolant-temperature control is performed.
When the determination at step S1 is Yes, the ECU 30A
calculates the predetermined value C (step S2). The predeter-
mined value C can be calculated based on, for example, the
vehicle speed, the outside air temperature, or the load of the
engine 2.

Subsequent to step S2, the ECU 30A determines whether
the temperature thw is greater than the predetermined value C
(step S3). When the determination is Yes, the process goes to
step S5, and the ECU 30A controls the valve portion V so that
the distribution control of the coolant by the second thermo-
stat 19 is activated (activate the second thermostat 19). More
specifically, at step S5, the ECU 30A controls the valve por-
tion V to lift both the restrictions on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH and the second divergent pathway PB2.

When the determination at step S3 is No, the ECU 30A
determines whether the temperature thw falls below the pre-
determined value D (step S4). When the determination is No,
the ECU 30A maintains the distribution control state of the
valve portion V (step S6). On the other hand, when the deter-
mination at step S4 is Yes, the process moves to step S7, and
the ECU 30A controls the valve portion V so that the distri-
bution control of the coolant by the second thermostat 19 is
deactivated (deactivate the second thermostat 19).

More specifically, at step S7, the ECU 30A controls the
valve portion V to lift the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
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PH and restrict the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2. Thus, in other words, the first
thermostat 18 is activated at step S7. The process goes back to
step S1 after steps S5, S6, S7 and S8.

A description will next be given of advantages of the first
fluid control system. In the first fluid control system, the
thermostat portion T includes the first thermostat 18 in the
first divergent pathway PB1 and the second thermostat 19, of
which the open valve temperature is set to be less than that of
the first thermostat 18, in the second divergent pathway PB2.
In addition, the valve portion V includes the second valve
mechanism V2 in at least the second portion SG2 of the
portions SG1, SG2, SG3.

Thus, the first fluid control system can activate or deacti-
vate the distribution control of the coolant by the second
thermostat 19. In addition, it switches between the activation
and the deactivation of the distribution control of the coolant
by the second thermostat 19 to enable the distribution control
of the coolant by the second thermostat 19 to be performed
when the distribution control of the coolant by the first ther-
mostat 18 is activated while the distribution control of the
coolant by the second thermostat 19 is activated. In addition,
it can enable the distribution control of the coolant by the first
thermostat 18 to be performed when the distribution control
of'the coolant by the first thermostat 18 is activated while the
distribution control of the coolant by the second thermostat 19
is deactivated.

The first fluid control system controls the valve portion V to
lift at least the restriction on the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2 when the close
failure occurs in the first thermostat 18 while the valve portion
V restricts the distribution of the coolant through the second
divergent pathway PB2 and does not restrict the distribution
of'the coolant through the high-temperature side supply path-
way PH. This increases the flow volume of the coolant dis-
tributed through the second thermostat 19. Thus, the first fluid
control system can supply the coolant to the engine 2 through
the second divergent pathway PB2 even when the close fail-
ure occurs in the first thermostat 18. As a result, the deterio-
ration of the cooling state of the engine 2 due to the increase
in the temperature thw can be prevented.

Specifically, the first fluid system controls the valve portion
V to lift the restriction on the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2 when the tem-
perature thw exceeds the predetermined value C. This control
enables to control the valve portion V to lift the restriction on
the distribution of the coolant through the second divergent
pathway PB2 when the close failure occurs in the first ther-
mostat 18.

Further, the first fluid control system controls the valve
portion V to restrict the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2 when the temperature thw
falls below the predetermined value D. This control enables to
regulate the temperature thw between the predetermined val-
ues C and D in preventing the deterioration of the cooling
state of the engine 2.

FIG. 8A is a diagram illustrating a change of the tempera-
ture thw based on the first control operation when the close
failure occurs in the first thermostat 18. FIG. 8B is a diagram
illustrating a change of the temperature thw based on the first
control operation when the thermostats 18, 19 are normal. In
FIG. 8A and FIG. 8B, the vertical axis represents the tem-
perature thw, and the horizontal axis represents time. FIG. 8A
and FIG. 8B also present the thermostats 18, 19 of which the
distribution control of the coolant is activated. FIG. 8A illus-
trates a case in which the close failure occurs in the first
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thermostat 18 at time t1. FIG. 8B illustrates a case in which
the temperature thw temporarily increases at time t1.

As illustrated in FIG. 8 A, the temperature thw is regulated
to the predetermined value A by the high coolant-temperature
control till time t1. On the other hand, when the close failure
occurs in the first thermostat 18 at time t1, the coolant through
the radiator 6 stops being supplied to the engine 2. As a result,
the temperature thw starts increasing after time tl, and
exceeds the predetermined value C at time t2.

When the temperature thw exceeds the predetermined
value C, the valve portion V is controlled so as to lift the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the sec-
ond divergent pathway PB2. Thus, the coolant is supplied to
the engine 2 through the second divergent pathway PB2. As a
result, the temperature thw starts decreasing after time t2, and
falls below the predetermined value D at time t3. When the
temperature thw falls below the predetermined value D, the
valve portion'V is controlled so as to restrict the distribution of
the coolant through the second divergent pathway PB2. Thus,
the coolant stops being supplied to the engine 2 through the
second divergent pathway PB2. As a result, the temperature
thw starts increasing after time t3. The temperature thw is
regulated at time t4, t5 as regulated at time t2, t3.

As illustrated in FIG. 8B, the first fluid control system can
regulate the temperature thw as described in the following
when the thermostats 18, 19 are normal. That is to say, when
the temperature thw temporarily increases by a certain cause
at time t1 and the temperature thw then exceeds the predeter-
mined value C at time t2', for example, the coolant can be
supplied to the engine 2 through the divergent pathways PB1,
PB2 by controlling the valve portion V to lift the restriction on
the distribution of the coolant through the second divergent
pathway PB2. This control enables to decrease the tempera-
ture thw after time t2'.

In addition, when the temperature thw falls below the pre-
determined value D at time t3' after time t2', the coolant can be
supplied to the engine 2 through the first divergent pathway
PB1 of the divergent pathways PB1, PB2 by controlling the
valve portion V to restrict the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2. That is to say, the
coolant can be supplied to the engine 2 through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH. As a result, the tem-
perature thw can be increased after time t3'. In addition, this
enables to resume the high coolant-temperature control when
the cause that temporarily increased the temperature thw
already disappears.

Even when the temperature thw temporarily exceeds the
predetermined value C by a certain cause, the first fluid con-
trol system can resume the high coolant-temperature control
when the cause disappears by controlling the valve portion V
to lift the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the high-temperature side supply pathway PH and restrict the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2 when the temperature thw falls below the predeter-
mined value D. This enables to handle the close failure of the
first thermostat 18 by preparing for the close failure of the first
thermostat 18 from when the thermostats 18, 19 are normal.
That is to say, this enables to eliminate the need for the
detection of the close failure of the first thermostat 18.

The first fluid control system may be configured not to
particularly control the valve portion V when the thermostats
18, 19 are normal during the high coolant-temperature con-
trol. To achieve this configuration, the predetermined value C
may be set within a range that the temperature thw never
exceeds when the thermostats 18, 19 are normal during the
high coolant-temperature control.
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The first fluid control system can change the predetermined
value C in accordance with a predetermined condition that
changes the temperature thw during the high coolant-tem-
perature control (e.g. the vehicle speed, the outside air tem-
perature, or the load of the engine 2). This enables to avoid
setting the predetermined value C to be a large value to fit the
stringent conditions. As a result, even when the failure occurs
in the first thermostat 18, the deterioration of the cooling state
of the engine 2 can be appropriately prevented. In this case,
the predetermined value C may increase as the vehicle speed,
the outside air temperature, or the load of the engine 2
increases.

In the first fluid control system, the valve portion V have
valve mechanisms in two portions, including the second por-
tion SG2, out of the portions SG1, SG2, SG3. That is to say,
the first fluid control system enables the distribution control
by the thermostats 18, 19 to be performed by activating or
deactivating the distribution control of the coolant by the
second thermostat 19 while activating the distribution control
of the coolant by the first thermostat 18 under the above
described configuration. In addition, when valve mechanisms
are located in the portions SG2, SG3, the supply of the coolant
to the engine 2 can be restricted by restricting the distribution
of'the coolant through the high-temperature side supply path-
way PH.

In the first fluid control system, the valve portion V
includes the single-axis rotary valve body 13 located in the
portions SG2, SG3, and thus has respective valve mecha-
nisms in two portions, including the second portion SG2, out
of the portions SG1, SG2, SG3. Therefore, the first fluid
control system can control the valve portion V by the single
actuator 14a. As a result, the structure has an advantage in
cost.

In the first fluid control system, the rotary valve body 13 is
located in the portions SG2, SG3 out of the portions SG1,
SG2, SG3. Thus, the first fluid control system can construct
the rotary valve 10 capable of simultaneously controlling the
distribution of the coolant at the inlet side and the outlet side
of the W/P 1. That is to say, the rotary valve 10 capable of
directly being located with respect to the W/P 1 can be con-
structed. As a result, the cooling circuit 100 can be appropri-
ately simplified and downsized by the integration of circuit
components.

Second Embodiment

A second fluid control system of the present embodiment is
practically the same as the first fluid control system except
that it includes an ECU 30B instead of the ECU 30A. The
ECU 30B is practically the same as the ECU 30A except that
the control unit is further implemented as described in the
following when controlling the valve portion'V to increase the
flow volume of the coolant distributed through one of the
thermostats 18, 19 when the close failure occurs in the other
of them. Thus, the illustration of the ECU 30B is omitted.
When controlling the valve portion V as just described, the
control unit may perform the following control without per-
forming the control described in the first embodiment.

In the ECU 30B, the control unit controls the valve portion
V to restrict at least the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2 when the close failure occurs
in the second thermostat 19 while the valve portion V lifts the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the low-
temperature side supply path PL by lifting at least the restric-
tion on the distribution of the coolant through the second
divergent pathway PB2. This control increases the flow vol-
ume of the coolant distributed through the first thermostat 18
when the close failure occurs in the second thermostat 19.
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Specifically, the control unit controls the valve portionV to
restrict at least the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2 when the close failure occurs
in the second thermostat 19 while the valve portion V lifts the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH and lifts the restriction
onthe distribution of the coolant through the second divergent
pathway PB2.

This is because the first valve mechanism V1 is located in
the third portion SG3 in cooling the engine 2 by lifting the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the low-
temperature side supply path PL. When the first valve mecha-
nism V1 is not located in, for example, the high-temperature
side supply pathway PH, the valve portion V never restricts
the distribution of the coolant in the third portion SG3. In
addition, when the valve portion V has a valve mechanism in
the first portion SG1 of the portions SG1, SG3 for example,
the coolant can be supplied to the engine 2 through the low-
temperature side supply path PL without particularly lifting
the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the
high-temperature side supply pathway PH.

Thus, when the valve portion V has a valve mechanism in
the third portion SG3, the state that the restriction on the
distribution of the coolant through the low-temperature side
supply path PL is lifted by lifting at least the restriction on the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2 means a state that the restriction on the distribution
of'the coolant is lifted in the third portion SG3 and the distri-
bution of the coolant through the second divergent pathway
PB2 is lifted.

The control unit controls the valve portion V as described
in the following in controlling the valve portion V as
described above when the close failure occurs in the second
thermostat 19. That is to say, when the temperature thw
exceeds a predetermined value E, the valve portion V is con-
trolled as described above. The predetermined value E may be
set to a value greater than the predetermined value A. Further,
the predetermined value E may be a value changing in accor-
dance with the vehicle speed, the outside air temperature, or
the load of the engine 2. The predetermined value E may be
the same as the predetermined value C.

More specifically, when controlling the valve portion V to
restrict at least the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2, the control unit controls the
valve portion V to lift the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH and restrict the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2.

This reason includes the fact that the first valve mechanism
V1islocated in the high-temperature side supply pathway PH
in cooling the engine 2. When the first valve mechanism V1 is
not located in, for example, the high-temperature side supply
pathway PH, the valve portion V never controls the distribu-
tion of the coolant through the high-temperature side supply
pathway PH. On the other hand, when the first valve mecha-
nism V1 is located in, for example, the first portion SG1 out of
the portions SG1, SG3, and the distribution of the coolant
through the high-temperature side supply pathway PH is
restricted, the valve portion V needs to be controlled so as to
lift the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the high-temperature side supply pathway PH and restrict the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2.

The reason why the distribution of the coolant through the
high-temperature side supply pathway PH is also mentioned
is because the phase change of the rotary valve body 13 is
necessary. When the valve portion V includes respective
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stand-alone valves in the portions SG2, SG3 out of the por-
tions SG1, SG2, SG3 as a valve mechanism, the valve portion
V may keep, before and after the control, lifting the restriction
on the distribution of the coolant through the high-tempera-
ture side supply pathway PH. That is to say, with respect to the
distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature side
supply pathway PH, the valve portion V may be not particu-
larly controlled while lifting the restriction on the distribution
of the coolant through, for example, the high-temperature
side supply pathway PH.

Therefore, depending on the arrangement, the distribution
control state, or the structure of the valve mechanism of the
valve portion V, controlling the valve portion V to restrict at
least the distribution of the coolant through the second diver-
gent pathway PB2 means controlling the valve portion V to
lift the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the high-temperature side supply pathway PH and restrict the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2.

The control unit controls the valve portion V as described
above when the temperature thw exceeds the predetermined
value E, and controls the valve portion V to lift at least the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the sec-
ond divergent pathway PB2 when predetermined time a
passes after the valve portion V was controlled as described
above. More specifically, the control unit controls the valve
portion V to lift both the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH and the restriction on the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2. This is in con-
sideration of the fact that the low coolant-temperature control
is being performed.

A description will next be given of a second control opera-
tion that is a control operation of the second fluid control
system with reference to a flowchart illustrated in FIG. 9. The
ECU 30B determines whether the low coolant-temperature
control is being performed (step S11). It is determined
whether the low coolant-temperature control is being per-
formed by determining whether the rotary valve body 13
activates the distribution control of the coolant by the first
thermostat 18 and activates the distribution control of the
coolant by the second thermostat 19 based on the phase of the
rotary valve body 13 for example.

When the determination at step S11 is No, the ECU 30B
maintains the distribution control state of the valve portion V
(step S18). When the low coolant-temperature control is not
being performed, the high coolant-temperature control may
be performed. Thus, at step S18, the distribution control state
of the valve portion V can be maintained to, for example, a
state in which the high coolant-temperature control is per-
formed. When the determination at step S11 is Yes, the ECU
30B calculates the predetermined value E (step S12). The
predetermined value E can be calculated based on, for
example, the vehicle speed, the outside air temperature, or the
load of the engine 2.

Subsequent to step S12, the ECU 30B determines whether
the temperature thw is greater than the predetermined value E
(step S13). When the determination is Yes, the process goes to
step S15, and the ECU 30B controls the valve portion V so
that the distribution control of the coolant by the first thermo-
stat 18 is activated (activate the first thermostat 18). Specifi-
cally, at step S15, the ECU 30B controls the valve portion V
to lift the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the high-temperature side supply pathway PH and restrict the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2.
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When the determination at step S13 is No, the ECU 30B
determines whether predetermined time « has passed (step
S14). The ECU 30B can start measuring the time when the
determination at step S13 becomes Yes in the routine imme-
diately after the determination at step S13 was No. When the
determination at step S14 is No, the ECU 30B maintains the
distribution control state of the valve portion V (step S16).

When the determination at step S14 is Yes, the process goes
to step S17, and the ECU 30B controls the valve portion V so
that the distribution control of the coolant by the second
thermostat 19 is activated (activate the second thermostat 19).
Specifically, at step S17, the ECU 30B controls the valve
portion V to lift both the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH and the restriction on the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2. The process goes
back to step S11 after steps S15, S16, S17, and S18.

A description will next be given of advantages of the sec-
ond fluid control system. The second fluid control system
controls the valve portion V to restrict at least the distribution
of the coolant through the second divergent pathway PB2
when the close failure occurs in the second thermostat 19
while the valve portion V lifts the restriction on the distribu-
tion of the coolant through the low-temperature side supply
path PL by lifting at least the restriction on the distribution of
the coolant through the second divergent pathway PB2. This
increases the flow volume of the coolant distributed through
the first thermostat 18 when the close failure occurs in the
second thermostat 19.

The second fluid control system can restrict the distribution
of the coolant through the second radiator bypass pathway
P12 by controlling the valve portion V to restrict the distri-
bution of the coolant through the second divergent pathway
PB2. This enables to increase the flow volume of the coolant
distributed through the high-temperature side supply path-
way PH to secure it. Thus, the second fluid control system can
supply the coolant to the engine 2 through the high-tempera-
ture side supply pathway PH even when the close failure
occurs in the second thermostat 19. As a result, the deterio-
ration of the cooling state of the engine 2 due to the increase
in the temperature thw can be prevented.

Specifically, the second fluid control system can control the
valve portion V as described above when the close failure
occurs in the second thermostat 19 by controlling the valve
portion V as described above when the temperature thw
exceeds the predetermined value E.

Further, the second fluid control system controls the valve
portion V to lift at least the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the second divergent pathway PB2 when
predetermined time a has passed after the valve portion V was
controlled as described above when the predetermined value
E was exceeded. This can prevent the engine 2 from, for
example, overheating even though the temperature thw is
regulated relatively high in preventing the deterioration of the
cooling state of the engine 2.

FIG. 10A is a diagram illustrating a change of the tempera-
ture thw based on the second control operation when the close
failure occurs in the second thermostat 19. FIG. 10B is a
diagram illustrating a change of the temperature thw based on
the second control operation when the thermostats 18, 19 are
normal. In FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B, the vertical axis repre-
sents the temperature thw, and the horizontal axis represents
time. FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B also illustrates the thermostats
18, 19 of which the distribution control of the coolant is
activated. FIG. 10A illustrates a case in which the close fail-
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ure occurs in the second thermostat 19 at time t1. FIG. 10B
illustrates a case in which the temperature thw temporarily
increases at time tl.

Asillustrated in FIG. 10A, the temperature thw is regulated
to the predetermined value B by the low coolant-temperature
control till time t1. On the other hand, when the close failure
occurs in the second thermostat 19 at time t1, the coolant
stops being supplied to the engine 2 through the radiator 6. In
addition, the coolant starts being supplied to the engine 2
through the second radiator bypass pathway P12. As a result,
the temperature thw starts increasing after time tl, and
exceeds the predetermined value E at time 12.

When the temperature thw exceeds the predetermined
value E, the valve portion V is controlled so as to restrict the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2. Thus, the coolant stops being supplied to the engine
2 through the second radiator bypass pathway P12. In addi-
tion, when the temperature thw exceeds the predetermined
value E, the valve portion V is controlled so as to lift the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH. Thus, the coolant starts
being supplied to the engine 2 through the high-temperature
side supply pathway PH. As a result, the temperature thw
starts decreasing after time t2, and is regulated to the prede-
termined value A by the first thermostat 18.

At time t3, predetermined time a has passed from time t2.
When predetermined time o has passed from time t2, the
valve portion V is controlled so as to lift the restriction on the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2. Thus, the coolant starts being supplied to the engine
2 through the second radiator bypass pathway P12 at time t3.
As aresult, the temperature thw starts increasing after time t3.
At time t4, the temperature thw is regulated as at time t2.

As illustrated in FIG. 10B, the second fluid control system
can regulate the temperature thw as described in the following
when the thermostats 18, 19 are normal. That is to say, when
the temperature thw temporarily increases by a certain cause
at time t1 and the temperature thw then exceeds the predeter-
mined value E at time t2' for example, the supply of the
coolant to the engine 2 through the second radiator bypass
pathway P12 can be restricted while the coolant is supplied to
the engine 2 through the high-temperature side supply path-
way PH by controlling the valve portion V to lift the restric-
tion on the distribution of the coolant through the high-tem-
perature side supply pathway PH and to restrict the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2. This enables to decrease the temperature thw after
time 2.

In addition, when predetermined time a has passed at time
3" after time t2', the coolant can be supplied to the engine 2
through the divergent pathways PB1, PB2 in a state in which
the temperature thw is greater than the predetermined value A
by controlling the valve portion V to lift the restriction on the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2. As a result, the temperature thw can be further
decreased after time t3'. This enables to resume the low cool-
ant-temperature control when the cause that temporarily
increased the temperature thw has already been disappeared.

Even when the temperature thw temporarily exceeds the
predetermined value E by a certain cause, the second fluid
control system can resume the low coolant-temperature con-
trol when the cause disappears by controlling the valve por-
tion V to lift both the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH and the restriction on the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2 when predeter-
mined time a has passed. This enables to handle the close
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failure of the second thermostat 19 by preparing for the close
failure of the second thermostat 19 from when the thermostats
18, 19 are normal. That is to say, this enables to eliminate the
need for the detection of the close failure of the second ther-
mostat 19.

The second fluid control system may be configured not to
particularly control the valve portion V when the thermostats
18, 19 are normal during the low coolant-temperature control.
To achieve this configuration, the predetermined value E may
be set within a range that the temperature thw never exceeds
when the thermostats 18, 19 are normal during the low cool-
ant-temperature control. In this case, the predetermined value
E is preferably configured to be variable in accordance with a
predetermined condition that changes the temperature thw
during the low coolant-temperature control (e.g. the vehicle
speed, the outside air temperature, and the load of the engine
2).

The second fluid control system can prevent the deteriora-
tion of the cooling state of the engine 2 due to the increase in
the temperature even when the close failure occurs in the first
thermostat 18 or the close failure occurs in the second ther-
mostat 19.

Third Embodiment

A third fluid control system in accordance with the present
embodiment is practically the same as the second fluid con-
trol system except that it includes an ECU 30C instead of the
ECU 30B. The ECU 30C is practically the same as the ECU
30B except that the control unit is implemented so as to
further perform the following control. Thus, the illustration of
the ECU 30C is omitted. The control unit can perform the
following control without performing one of the control
described in the first and second embodiments (control that
controls the valve portion V to increase the flow volume ofthe
coolant distributed through one of the thermostats 18, 19
when the close failure occurs in the other of them).

In the ECU 30C, the control unit further controls the valve
portion V to decrease the flow volume of the coolant distrib-
uted through the third portion SG3 by controlling the valve
portion V to switch the distribution control state of at least one
of'the valve mechanisms V1, V2 of the valve portion V when
the open failure occurs in one of the thermostats 18, 19.

The control unit controls the valve portion V to restrict at
least the distribution of the coolant through the high-tempera-
ture side supply pathway PH when the open failure occurs in
the first thermostat 18 while the valve portion V lifts the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH and restricts the distri-
bution of the coolant through the second divergent pathway
PB2. This decreases the flow volume of the coolant distrib-
uted through the third portion SG3 when the open failure
occurs in the first thermostat 18.

Specifically, the control unit controls the valve portionV to
restrict both the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH and the distribution of
the coolant through the second divergent pathway PB2. The
control unit may control the valve portion V to restrict the
distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature side
supply pathway PH and lift the restriction on the distribution
of'the coolant through the second divergent pathway PB2.

This is because the first valve mechanism V1 is located in
the third portion SG3 in decreasing the flow volume in the
third portion SG3. When the valve portion V includes a valve
mechanism in, for example, the first portion SG1 out of the
portions SG1, SG3, the valve portion V is controlled so as to
restrict both the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH and the distribution of
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the coolant through the second divergent pathway PB2 in
decreasing the flow volume of'the coolant in the third portion
SG3.

When the valve portion V has respective stand-alone valves
in, for example, the portions SG2, SG3 out of the portions
SG1, SG2, SG3 as a valve mechanism, the valve portion V
may keep, before and after the control, restricting the distri-
bution of the coolant through the second divergent pathway
PB2. That is to say, with respect to the distribution of the
coolant through the second divergent pathway PB2, the valve
portion V may be not particularly controlled while restricting
the distribution of the coolant through the second divergent
pathway PB2.

Therefore, depending on the arrangement or the structure
of'the valve mechanism of the valve portion V, controlling the
valve portion V to restrict at least the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH means controlling the valve portion V to restrict both the
distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature side
supply pathway PH and the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2 in decreasing the
flow volume of the coolant in the third portion SG3.

The control unit controls the valve portion V as described
above when the temperature thw falls below a predetermined
value F in controlling the valve portion V as described above
when the open failure occurs in the first thermostat 18. The
predetermined value F may be set to a value less than the
predetermined value A. The predetermined value F may be a
value changing in accordance with the vehicle speed, the
outside air temperature, or the load of the engine 2.

The control unit controls the valve portion V as described
above when the temperature thw falls below the predeter-
mined value F, and controls the valve portion V to lift at least
the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the
high-temperature side supply pathway PH when the tempera-
ture thw exceeds a predetermined value G. In addition, it
controls the valve portion V to lift at least the restriction on the
distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature side
supply pathway PH when predetermined time [ has passed
after the valve portion V was controlled as described above
when the temperature thw fell below the predetermined value
F. The predetermined value G may be set to a value greater
than the predetermined value A.

In this case, the control unit specifically controls the valve
portion V to lift the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH and restrict the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2. This is in consideration of the
fact that the high coolant-temperature control being per-
formed. The control unit may control the valve portion V as
described above in at least when the temperature thw exceeds
the predetermined value G or when predetermined time f has
passed.

The valve portion V includes the first valve mechanism V1
in the third portion SG3 and the second valve mechanism V2
in the second portion SG2, and thus is configured to include
valve mechanisms in two or more portions, including at least
the second portion SG2, out of the portions SG1, SG2, SG3.

A description will next be given of a third control operation
that is a control operation of the third fluid control system
with reference to a flowchart illustrated in FIG. 11. The ECU
30C determines whether the high coolant-temperature con-
trol is being performed (step S21). When the determination at
step S21 is No, the ECU 30C maintains the distribution con-
trol state of the valve portion V (step S29). At step S29, the
distribution control state of the valve portion V can be main-
tained to a state in which the low coolant-temperature control
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is performed. When the determination at step S21 is Yes, the
ECU 30C calculates the predetermined value F (step S22).
The predetermined value F can be calculated based on, for
example, the vehicle speed, the outside air temperature, or the
load of the engine 2.

Subsequent to step S22, the ECU 30C determines whether
the temperature thw is less than the predetermined value F
(step S23). When the determination is Yes, the ECU 30C
controls the valve portion V to put the restriction including
forbiddance of the supply of the coolant to the engine 2 (step
S26). Specifically, at step S26, the ECU 30C controls the
valve portion V to restrict both the distribution of the coolant
through the high-temperature side supply pathway PH and
the distribution of the coolant through the second divergent
pathway PB2.

When the determination at step S23 is No, the ECU 30C
determines whether the temperature thw is greater than the
predetermined value G (step S24). When the determination is
No, the ECU 30C determines whether predetermined time 3
has passed (step S25). The ECU 30C can start measuring the
time when the determination at step S23 becomes Yes in the
routine immediately after the determination at step S23 was
No. When the determination at step S25 is No, the ECU 30C
maintains the distribution control state of the valve portion V
(step S27).

On the other hand, when the determination at step S27 is
No, the ECU 30C controls the valve portion V to lift the
restriction on the supply, including permission of the supply
of the coolant to the engine 2 (step S28). Specifically, at step
S28, the ECU 30C controls the valve portion V to lift the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH and restrict the distri-
bution of the coolant through the second divergent pathway
PB2. The process goes back to step S21 after steps S26, S27,
S28, and S29.

A description will next be given of advantages of the third
fluid control system. The third fluid control system controls
the valve portion V to restrict at least the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH when the open failure occurs in the first thermostat 18
while the valve portion V lifts the restriction on the distribu-
tion of the coolant through the high-temperature side supply
pathway PH and restricts the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2. This decreases
the flow volume of the coolant distributed through the third
portion SG3 when the open failure occurs in the first thermo-
stat 18.

Thus, the third fluid control system can restrict the supply
of the coolant to the engine 2 even when the open failure
occurs in the first thermostat 18. As a result, the deterioration
of the cooling state of the engine 2 due to the decrease in the
temperature thw can be prevented.

The third fluid control system controls the valve portion V
as described above when the temperature thw falls below the
predetermined value F. This enables to control the valve por-
tion V as described above when the open failure occurs in the
first thermostat 18. Further, the third fluid control system
controls the valve portion V to lift the restriction on the
distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature side
supply pathway PH when the temperature thw exceeds the
predetermined value G. This enables to regulate the tempera-
ture thw between the predetermined values F and G in pre-
venting the deterioration of the cooling state of the engine 2.

The third fluid control system controls the valve portion V
to lift the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the high-temperature side supply pathway PH when prede-
termined time [} has passed after the valve portion V was
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controlled as described above when the temperature thw fell
below the predetermined value F. This enables to regulate the
temperature thw to prevent the excessive temperature
increase of the coolant in the engine 2 when the temperature
thw cannot be measured properly for example. The case in
which the temperature thw cannot be measured properly is,
for example, a case in which the temperature thw is measured
at a portion located more downstream than the first valve
mechanism V1 in the fluid supply pathway PS.

FIG. 12A and FIG. 12B are diagrams illustrating the
change of the temperature thw based on the third control
operation when the open failure occurs in the first thermostat
18. FIG. 12A illustrates a case in which the valve portion V is
controlled when the temperature thw exceeds the predeter-
mined value G. FIG. 12B illustrates a case in which the valve
portion V is controlled when predetermined time [ has
passed. InFIG. 12A and FIG. 12B, the vertical axis represents
the temperature thw, and the horizontal axis represents time.
FIG. 12A and FIG. 12B also present whether the valve por-
tion V restricts the supply of the coolant to the engine 2. Both
FIG. 12A and FIG. 12B illustrate a case in which the open
failure occurs in the first thermostat 18 at time t1.

As the cases illustrated in FIG. 12A and FIG. 12B, the
temperature thw is regulated to the predetermined value A by
the high coolant-temperature control till time t1. On the other
hand, when the open failure occurs in the first thermostat 18
attime t1, the supply of the coolant to the engine 2 stops being
restricted by the first thermostat 18. As a result, the tempera-
ture thw starts decreasing after time tl, and falls below the
predetermined value F at time t2. When the temperature thw
falls below the predetermined value F, the valve portion V is
controlled so as to restrict the distribution of the coolant
through the high-temperature side supply pathway PH. Thus,
the supply of the coolant to the engine 2 is restricted. As a
result, the temperature thw starts increasing after time 12.

In the case illustrated in FIG. 12A, the temperature thw
exceeds the predetermined value G at time t3. When the
temperature thw exceeds the predetermined value G, the
valve portion V is controlled so as to lift the restriction on the
distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature side
supply pathway PH. Thus, the coolant starts being supplied to
the engine 2. As a result, the temperature thw starts decreasing
after time t3. At time t4, t5, the temperature thw is regulated
as at time t2, t3.

In the case illustrated in FIG. 12B, predetermined time
has passed at time t3'. When predetermined time 3 has passed,
the valve portion V is controlled so as to lift the restriction on
the distribution of the coolant through the high-temperature
side supply pathway PH. Thus, the coolant starts being sup-
plied to the engine 2. As a result, the temperature thw starts
decreasing after time t3'. At time t4', t5', the temperature thw
is regulated as at time t2, t3".

The third fluid control system specifically controls the
valve portion V to lift the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH and restrict the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2 when the temperature thw
exceeds the predetermined value G or when predetermined
time [} has passed.

Thus, even when the temperature thw temporarily falls
below the predetermined value F by a certain cause, the third
fluid control system can resume the high coolant-temperature
control when the cause disappears. This enables to handle the
open failure of the first thermostat 18 by preparing for the
open failure of the first thermostat 18 from when the thermo-
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stats 18, 19 are normal. Thatis to say, this enables to eliminate
the need for the detection of the open failure of the first
thermostat 18.

The third fluid control system may be configured not to
particularly control the valve portion V when thermostats 18,
19 are normal during the high coolant-temperature control.
To achieve the above configuration, the predetermined value
F may be set within a range that the temperature thw never
falls below when the thermostats 18, 19 are normal during the
high coolant-temperature control. In this case, the predeter-
mined value F is preferably configured to be variable in accor-
dance with a predetermined condition that changes the tem-
perature thw during the high coolant-temperature control
(e.g. the vehicle speed, the outside air temperature, or the load
of the engine 2).

Fourth Embodiment

A fourth fluid control system of the present embodiment is
practically the same as the third fluid control system except
that it includes an ECU 30D instead of the ECU 30C. The
ECU 30D is practically the same as the ECU 30C except that
the control unit is further implemented as described in the
following in controlling the valve portion V to decrease the
flow volume of the coolant distributed through the third por-
tion SG3 when the open failure occurs in one of the thermo-
stats 18, 19. Thus, the illustration of the ECU 30D is omitted.

When controlling the valve portion V as just described, the
control unit may perform control described in the following
without performing the control described in the third embodi-
ment. In addition, the control unit can perform the control
described in the following without performing at least one of
the control described in the first and second embodiments (the
control that controls the valve portion V to increase the flow
volume of the coolant distributed through one of the thermo-
stats 18, 19 when the close failure occurs in the other of them).

In the ECU 30D, the control unit further controls the valve
portion V to restrict the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2 when the open failure occurs
in the second thermostat 19 while the valve portion V lifts the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the low-
temperature side supply path PL by lifting at least the restric-
tion on the distribution of the coolant through the second
divergent pathway PB2. This enables to decrease the flow
volume of the coolant distributed through the third portion
SG3 when the open failure occurs in the second thermostat
19.

Specifically, the control unit controls the valve portionV to
restrict the distribution of the coolant through the second
divergent pathway PB2 when the open failure occurs in the
second thermostat 19 while the valve portion V lifts the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH and lifts the restriction
onthe distribution of the coolant through the second divergent
pathway PB2. This reason is the same as the reason described
in the second embodiment.

When controlling the valve portion V to restrict the distri-
bution of the coolant through the second divergent pathway
PB2, the control unit specifically controls the valve portion V
to lift the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the high-temperature side supply pathway PH and to restrict
the distribution of the coolant through the second divergent
pathway PB2. This is because the first thermostat 18 closes
when the temperature thw falls below the predetermined
value A even though the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the high-temperature side supply pathway
PH is lifted. The control unit may control the valve portion V
to restrict both the distribution of the coolant through the
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high-temperature side supply pathway PH and the distribu-
tion of the coolant through the second divergent pathway
PB2.

When controlling the valve portion V as described above
when the open failure occurs in the second thermostat 19, the
control unit controls the valve portion V as described above
when the temperature thw falls below a predetermined value
H. The predetermined value H may be set to a value less than
the predetermined value B. The predetermined value H may
be a value changing in accordance with the vehicle speed, the
outside air temperature, or the load of the engine 2.

The control unit controls the valve portion V as described
above when the temperature thw falls below the predeter-
mined value H, and controls the valve portion V to lift at least
the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the
second divergent pathway PB2 when the temperature thw
exceeds a predetermined value J. More specifically, the con-
trol unit controls the valve portion V to lift both the restriction
on the distribution of the coolant through the high-tempera-
ture side supply pathway PH and the restriction on the distri-
bution of the coolant through the second divergent pathway
PB2. This is in consideration of the fact that the low coolant-
temperature control is being performed. The predetermined
value J may be set to a value greater than the predetermined
value B. It may be also set to a value less than the predeter-
mined value A.

A description will next be given of a fourth operation that
is the control operation of the fourth fluid control system with
reference to a flowchart illustrated in FIG. 13. The ECU 30D
determines whether the low coolant-temperature control is
being performed (step S31). When the determination at step
S31 is No, the ECU 30D maintains the distribution control
state of the valve portion V (step S38). At step S38, the
distribution control state of the valve portion V is maintained
to a state in which the high coolant-temperature control is
performed. When the determination at step S31 is Yes, the
ECU 30D calculates the predetermined value H (step S32).
The predetermined value H can be calculated based on, for
example, the vehicle speed, the outside air temperature, or the
load of the engine 2.

Subsequent to step S32, the ECU 30D determines whether
the temperature thw is less than the predetermined value H
(step S33). When the determination is Yes, the process goes to
step S35, and the ECU 30D controls the valve portion V so
that the distribution control of the coolant by the first thermo-
stat 18 is activated (activate the first thermostat 18). Specifi-
cally, at step S35, the ECU 30D controls the valve portion V
to lift the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the high-temperature side supply pathway PH and restrict the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2.

When the determination at step S33 is No, the ECU 30D
determines whether the temperature thw exceeds the prede-
termined value J (step S34). When the determination is No,
the ECU 30D maintains the distribution control state of the
valve portion V (step S36). On the other hand, when the
determination is Yes, the process goes to step S37, and the
ECU 30D controls the valve portion V so that the distribution
control of the coolant by the second thermostat 19 is activated
(activate the second thermostat 19). Specifically, at step S37,
the ECU 30D controls the valve portion V to lift both the
restriction on the distribution of the coolant through the high-
temperature side supply pathway PH and the restriction on the
distribution of the coolant through the second divergent path-
way PB2. The process goes back to step S31 after steps S35,
S36, S37, and S38.
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A description will next be given of advantages of the fourth
fluid control system. The fourth fluid control system controls
the valve portion V to restrict the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2 when the open
failure occurs in the second thermostat 19 while the valve
portion V lifts the restriction on the distribution of the coolant
through the low-temperature side supply path PL by lifting at
least the restriction on the distribution of the coolant through
the second divergent pathway PB2. This decreases the flow
volume of the coolant distributed through the third portion
SG3 when the open failure occurs in the second thermostat
19.

Thus, the fourth fluid control system can restrict the supply
of the coolant to the engine 2 even when the open failure
occurs in the second thermostat 19. As a result, the deterio-
ration of the cooling state of the engine 2 due to the decrease
in the temperature thw can be prevented.

Specifically, the fourth fluid control system can control the
valve portion V as described above when the open failure
occurs in the second thermostat 19 by controlling the valve
portion V as described above when the temperature thw falls
below the predetermined value H. Further, the fourth fluid
control system can regulate the temperature thw between the
predetermined values H and J when preventing the deteriora-
tion of the cooling state of the engine 2 by controlling the
valve portion V to lift the restriction on the distribution of the
coolant through the second divergent pathway PB2 when the
temperature thw exceeds the predetermined value J.

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating the change of the tempera-
ture thw based on the fourth control operation when the open
failure occurs in the second thermostat 19. In FIG. 14, the
vertical axis represents the temperature thw, and the horizon-
tal axis represents time. FIG. 14 also presents the thermostats
18, 19 of which the distribution control of the coolant is
activated. FIG. 14 illustrates a case in which the open failure
occurs in the second thermostat 19 at time t1.

As illustrated in FIG. 14, the temperature thw is regulated
to the predetermined value B by the low coolant-temperature
control till time t1. On the other hand, when the open failure
occurs in the second thermostat 19 at time t1, the supply of the
coolant to the engine 2 stops being restricted by the second
thermostat 19. As a result, the temperature thw starts decreas-
ing after time t1, and falls below the predetermined value H at
time t2.

The valve portion V is controlled so as to restrict the dis-
tribution of the coolant through the second divergent pathway
PB2 when the temperature thw falls below the predetermined
value H. Thus, the supply of the coolant to the engine 2 is
restricted. As a result, the temperature thw starts increasing
after time t2, and exceeds the predetermined value J at time t3.
The valve portion V is controlled so as to lift the restriction on
the distribution of the coolant through the second divergent
pathway PB2 when the temperature thw exceeds the prede-
termined value J. Thus, the coolant starts being supplied to the
engine 2. As a result, the temperature thw starts decreasing
after time t3. At time t4, t5, the temperature thw is regulated
as at time t2, t3.

Specifically, the fourth fluid control system controls the
valve portion'V to lift both the restriction on the distribution of
the coolant through the high-temperature side supply path-
way PH and the restriction on the distribution of the coolant
through the second divergent pathway PB2 when the tem-
perature thw exceeds the predetermined value J. Thus, even
when the temperature thw temporarily falls below the prede-
termined value H by a certain cause, the fourth fiuid control
system can resume the high coolant-temperature control
when the cause disappears. This enables to handle the open
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failure of the second thermostat 19 by preparing for the open
failure of the second thermostat 19 from when the thermostats
18, 19 are normal. That is to say, this enables to eliminate the
need for the detection of the open failure of the second ther-
mostat 19.

The fourth fluid control system may be configured not to
particularly control the valve portion V when the thermostats
18, 19 are normal during the low coolant-temperature control.
To achieve the above configuration, the predetermined value
H may be set within a range that the temperature thw never
falls below when the thermostats 18, 19 are normal during the
high coolant-temperature control. In this case, the predeter-
mined value H is preferably configured to be variable in
accordance with a predetermined condition that changes the
temperature thw during the low coolant-temperature control
(e.g. the vehicle speed, the outside air temperature, or the load
of the engine 2).

The fourth fluid control system can prevent the deteriora-
tion of the cooling state of the engine 2 due to the decrease in
the temperature thw even when the open failure occurs in the
first thermostat 18 or the open failure occurs in the second
thermostat 19. Moreover, the deterioration of the cooling
state of the engine 2 can be prevented even when the open
failure or the close failure occurs in one of the thermostats 18,
19.

The fourth fluid control system can temporarily deactivate
at least the control based on the flowchart illustrated in FIG.
11 out of the control based on the flowcharts illustrated in
FIG. 7 and FIG. 11 when the temperature thw exceeds the
predetermined value C. The deactivated control can be acti-
vated again when the temperature thw does not exceed the
predetermined value C several times within a predetermined
time period. When the temperature thw falls below the pre-
determined value F during the high coolant-temperature con-
trol, the control based on the flowchart illustrated in FIG. 7
may be deactivated and the control based on the flowchart
illustrated in FIG. 11 may be activated. This can apply to the
time while the low coolant-temperature control is being per-
formed.

The detailed descriptions have been given of the embodi-
ments of the present invention, but the present invention is not
limited to the above-mentioned embodiments, and it is appar-
ent from the above descriptions that other embodiments,
variations and modifications may be made without departing
from the scope of the present invention.

For example, the valve portion may have a valve mecha-
nism only in the second portion out of the first, second, and
third portions. Even in this case, switching between the acti-
vation and deactivation of the distribution control of the cool-
ant by the second thermostat enables the distribution control
of'the coolant by the second thermostat to be performed when
the flow control of the coolant by the second thermostat is
activated. In addition, when the distribution control of the
coolant by the second thermostat is deactivated, the distribu-
tion control of the coolant by the first thermostat is enabled to
be performed. In this case, the deterioration of the cooling
state of the supplying object can be prevented even when the
open failure occurs in the second thermostat.

[Description of Letters or Numerals]

W/P1

engine 2

radiator 6

rotary valve body 13

first thermostat 18

second thermostat 19

ECU 30A, 30B, 30C, 30D

fluid supply pathway PS
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first divergent pathway PB 1
second divergent pathway PB2
thermostat portion T

first valve mechanism V1
second valve mechanism V2
valve portion V

The invention claimed is:

1. A fluid control system comprising:

athermostat portion that includes a first thermostat in a first
divergent pathway and a second thermostat of which an
open valve temperature is set to be less than that of the
first thermostat in a second divergent pathway, the first
and second divergent pathways diverging and then con-
verging;

a valve portion that includes a valve mechanism in at least
a second portion out of a first portion that is a portion
located more downstream than the first thermostat in the
first divergent pathway, the second portion that is a por-
tion located more downstream than the second thermo-
stat in the second divergent pathway, and a third portion
that is a portion lying posterior to a point at which the
first and second divergent pathways converge in a fluid
supply pathway that includes the first and second diver-
gent pathways and supplies a fluid to a supplying object;
and

a control unit that controls the valve portion to switch a
distribution control state of at least one valve mechanism
of the valve mechanism of the valve portion when one of
an open failure that causes a thermostat to be kept open
and a close failure that causes a thermostat to be kept
closed occurs in one of the first and second thermostats,
wherein

the control unit controls the valve portion to decrease a flow
volume of the fluid distributed through the third portion
by controlling the valve portion to switch the distribu-
tion control state of at least one valve mechanism of the
valve mechanism of the valve portion when the open
failure occurs in one of the first and second thermostats.

2. The fluid control system according to claim 1, wherein

the control unit controls, when the close failure occurs in
one thermostat of the first and second thermostats, the
valve portion to increase a flow volume of the fluid
distributed through another thermostat by switching the
distribution control state of at least one valve mechanism
of the valve mechanism of the valve portion.

3. The fluid control system according to claim 2, wherein

the control unit increases a flow volume of the fluid dis-
tributed through the second thermostat by controlling
the valve portion to lift at least a restriction on distribu-
tion of the fluid through the second divergent pathway
when the close failure occurs in the first thermostat while
the valve portion restricts at least the distribution of the
fluid through the second divergent pathway and does not
restrict distribution of the fluid through a high-tempera-
ture side supply pathway that is capable of supplying the
fluid to the supplying object through the first divergent
pathway in the fluid supply pathway.

4. The fluid control system according to claim 2, further

60 comprising:

65

a cooler that cools the fluid flowing at upstream sides of the
first and second divergent pathways;

a bypass pathway that distributes the fluid around the
cooler to a portion located more downstream than the
second thermostat in the second divergent pathway; and

a bypass valve that operates in conjunction mechanically
with the second thermostat, and opens the bypass path-
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way when the second thermostat is closed and blocks the
bypass pathway when the second thermostat is open,
wherein

the valve portion includes a valve mechanism in at least the
second portion, the valve mechanism being located
more downstream than the bypass valve in the second
portion, and

the control unit increases a flow volume of the fluid dis-
tributed through the first thermostat by controlling the
valve portion to restrict at least the distribution of the
fluid through the second divergent pathway when the
close failure occurs in the second thermostat while the
valve portion lifts a restriction on distribution of the fluid
through a low-temperature side supply path that is
capable of supplying the fluid to the supplying object
through the second divergent pathway in the fluid supply
pathway by lifting at least a restriction on the distribu-
tion of the fluid through the second divergent pathway.

5. The fluid control system according to claim 2, wherein

the valve portion includes valve mechanisms in two por-
tions, including the second portion, out of the first, sec-
ond, and third portions.

6. The fluid control system according to claim 1, wherein

the valve portion includes valve mechanisms in two or
more portions, including the second portion, out of the
first, second, and third portions, and

the control unit decreases a flow volume of the fluid dis-
tributed through the third portion by controlling the
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valve portion to restrict at least distribution of the fluid
through a high-temperature side supply pathway when
the open failure occurs in the first thermostat while the
valve portion lifts a restriction on the distribution of the
fluid through the high-temperature side supply pathway
that is capable of supplying the fluid to the supplying
object through the first divergent pathway in the fluid
supply pathway and restricts distribution of the fluid
through the second divergent pathway.

7. The fluid control system according to claim 1, wherein
the control unit decreases a flow volume of the fluid dis-

tributed through the third portion by controlling the
valve portion to restrict distribution of the fluid through
the second divergent pathway when the open failure
occurs in the second thermostat while the valve portion
lifts a restriction on distribution of the fluid through a
low-temperature side supply path that is capable of sup-
plying the fluid to the supplying object through the sec-
ond divergent pathway in the fluid supply pathway by
lifting at least the restriction on the distribution of the
fluid through the second divergent pathway.

8. The fluid control system according to claim 1, wherein
the valve portion includes a single-axis rotary valve body

located in two portions, including the second portion, of
the first, second, and third portions to include respective
valve mechanisms in the two portions, including the
second portions, of the first, second, and third portions.
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